
Registration Form 
Due 1/5/20 with $75 deposit! 

Youth & Young Adult Mission Trip 

to San Diego, California 

in partnership with Sierra Service Project 

 

July 18th-24th, 2020 

The 5 Ws & 1 H of This Trip: 
Who: For Youth and Young Adult Students (completed 6th grade through college)  
What: A 7-day mission-focused trip, serving alongside Sierra Service Project and the            

wonderful people of San Diego’s South Bay community (See Service Opportunities). 
Sierra Service Project (SSP)  is an ecumenical Christian nonprofit organization, providing life-changing 
service projects in low-income communities. They invite youth and adult volunteers to experience the profound power 
of serving people with a culture and background different from their own. All youth are welcome and affirmed at SSP; it   
creates safe spaces for LGBTQ+ youth, staff, and adults to explore the connection between faith and service, and SSP strives 
to exemplify God’s unconditional love. SSP embraces diversity, which gives our communities strength and vitality, and     

believe we all are more impactful when we collaborate with others. sierraserviceproject.org/locations/san-diego/.  
Where: San Diego, California, partnering with Sierra Service Project. Our 

home base will be South County Boys and Girls Club, in the heart of the 
community we intend to serve and understand. It is centrally located in 
Imperial Beach, surrounded by family friendly facilities like the public   
library, a spacious park, and a new dog park. City Hall and the Imperial 
Beach United Methodist Church are just blocks away (See Overview of 
City). During the week, we will be sharing in life with 3 other youth/
college church groups from La Jolla and Napa (California) and Phoenix 
(Arizona). Friendship-making encouraged. 

When: July 18-24, 2020. We will meet at the airport at ___________(TBA), and we will return to the airport 
at ___________(TBA). (Parent/guardian will meet us there, w/option to carpool.) Since we will not 
book flights until January, please leave July 18-25 open for 7 days of travel (July 18-24 or 19-25). 

Why: To broaden our view of God’s Creation; meet, connect and serve alongside the people of South Bay 
in San Diego; to come back with experiences, stories and relationships that deepen our under-
standing of God’s love and Christ’s justice for all. On a mission trip, you’ll laugh a ton, learn a ton, 
experience and do a ton, and you’ll come back as a better version of yourself. (That’s the hope!) 

How: We will work together as a team, beginning in Fall 2019 (now!). Together, we will: have prep 
meetings, learn some Spanish, fundraise, get ready, share with our community, go on the trip, and 
debrief afterwards.  How do I sign up? Fill out the 3 page Registration Form and turn in to Laurel 
Cluthe with a $75 deposit by January 5, 2020! 

 ********************************************************************************************************  

Overview of City 
In South Bay, we will focus our service and learning around the intersection 
of immigration, wealth inequality, and the environment. We will work with 
city governments, community organizations, and churches to organize our work 
near the international border of the US and Mexico. 
Almost half a million people reside in South Bay, which has a relatively large immi-
grant population. Both the Border Field State Park (home of Friendship Park) and 
the San Ysidro Port of Entry, which we use to walk across the border into Tijuana, 
are located in South Bay. 
The Tijuana River estuary is the largest wetland in Southern California, with a wa-
tershed from both San Diego County and across the border in Tijuana. During the 
winter rainy season, sewage contamination from Tijuana impacts the beach from 
the international border north to Coronado. 

Torrey Pines State Park 

https://sierraserviceproject.org/locations/san-diego/
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=664
http://trnerr.org/


Community Partners 
 Imperial Beach Neighborhood Center 

 City of Imperial Beach 

 El Faro: The Border Church / La Iglesia Fronteriza 

 Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Re-
serve 

 WILDCOAST 

S E R V I C E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S :  S A N  D I E G O ’ S  S O U T H  B AY  
In San Diego half of our work is with homeowners, and half with community based organizations. The type of work includes painting, 
rebuilding fences, and other general home repairs. No construction experience is needed, and you’ll be amazed at all of the work 
that your teams complete! Most projects take longer to complete than your week at SSP so you may see the beginning, middle or 
end of a project. 

 

 

 

 

            
As we meet locals and students from other churches we are serving with, keep this in mind: the people and sto-
ries may challenge you. But they reveal the ways that God is working. We will learn and share together, con-
necting our experiences to our view of God and God’s love for all of Creation. Let’s be open to the beauty God 
will reveal to you both daily at home and on this summer mission trip, too!  

We will find out more of what our specific tasks are once we begin planning for our trip this Spring. As always 
with a mission trip (and with life), plan to be FLEXIBLE and plan for plans to change.= )  We are guests visiting 
San Diego, so we will allow our hosts and local experts to guide our week. How fun!  

Recent projects: 
 5 fences for homes and 5 painting projects including at Wesley United 

Methodist Church and International Rescue Committee in El Cajon 

 Garden boxes at Ocean Beach United Methodist Church 

 Food storage shed at Imperial Beach United Methodist Church 

 295 volunteer days serving with San Diego Canyonlands 

 Stenciling storm drains with I Love a Clean San Diego 

The Week’s Schedule: (subject to change!) 
Saturday, July 18th  – Travel Day     

Meet at Kansas City International Airport (MCI) at ____ (time TBA); pray as a group, say goodbye to families  
Check in ALL TOGETHER as a group; drop off checked luggage and head to security & gate. 
Land in San Diego at ______ (time TBA); inform families that we’ve arrived. Check into _________(TBA) for one night; free time 
Evening: special group meeting on a mountaintop 

Sunday, July 19th  – Orientation  
Check out of hotel; arrive at South County Boys and Girls Club by 2:00pm  
Orientation training for all, Staff/Counselor meeting, Assign work teams 
Dinner; Evening: prep for week, group devotional, free time 

Monday, July 20th-Thursday, July 23rd  – Work! 
7:00 AM Wake up and get ready 
7:30 AM Morning program and energizers.  
8:00 AM Breakfast  
8:30 AM Community service opportunities (cleaning the kitchen and bathrooms, etc.).  
9:00 AM Arrive at work site, begin service work.  
12:00 PM (Noon) Lunch and spiritual sandwiches (group discussion) at work site.  
1:00 PM Resume service work.  
3:00 PM Return to site, clean and store tools, shower, free time. Free time is spent at the location where we are housed, 

and includes guided games and activities.  
5:00 PM Staff/counselor meeting – adults meet with staff to discuss joys, concerns, and plans for the next 24 hours.  
5:45 PM Dinner  
6:30 PM Community service opportunities (cleaning the kitchen and bathrooms, etc.).  
7:00 PM Song time, work site reports and handing out mail. Evening program, which consists of team building activities 

and spiritual programming related to our summer theme.  
9:00 PM Free time; volunteers prepare for bed.  
9:45 PM Evening devotional led by a work team.  
10:00 PM Lights out. We have separate sleeping areas by gender. The work we do is hard labor and everyone needs to get 

a good night of sleep!  
Daily Special Activities: Monday morning—hands-on tool training (1/2 day of service in afternoon); Tuesday—cross-

cultural evening program; Thursday—afternoon water rec & neighborhood BBQ dinner (1/2 day of service in morning) 
Friday, July 24th — Adios 

Pack up, clean up site, breakfast, closing circle, depart 
Go to San Diego Int’l Airport (SAN) and go back home to Kansas City! 
Arrive at KC Airport at ______ (time TBA); families pick up here or carpool home. 

http://imperialbeachneighborhoodcenter.org/
https://www.imperialbeachca.gov/
https://www.borderchurch.org/
http://trnerr.org/
http://trnerr.org/
http://www.wildcoast.net/
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July 18-24, 2020—partnering with Sierra Service Project in San Diego, California 
 

 

Student’s Name: __________________________________ Date of Birth:      
 

Email :_________________________________________   Cell Phone: ____________________ 

Address:_____________________________________       City/State/Zip: _________________________ 

Adult T-shirt Size (XS—3X): ____________   School:       

 

(FOR ALL) Additional Emergency Contact Name   Phone/Cell               Relationship to participant 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please list all medical conditions, allergies (food, etc.), and/or special circumstances of which sponsors and/or 

medical personnel need to be aware________________ __________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I hereby commit to the Youth & Young Adult Mission Trip to Sierra Service Project in San Diego, CA with     
Holmeswood Baptist Church from July 18-24, 2020. I understand that we will travel to and from San Diego          
together. The total cost for the trip is $750 per person, and this includes all program costs, housing, meals,     
transportation, and recreation. As much as I am able, I will help raise money for this trip through various         
fundraisers and will attend team planning meetings. I will prayerfully consider what I can financially contribute to 
this trip; if there is a remaining balance on my account, I commit to paying this in full by June 1, 2020.  

      
*Note: Payments are due on the 1st of each month (February, March, April, May, June), until paid in full. 

 Checks written to HBC, credit card via Square, or cash, please. Thank you! 
 

A $    Deposit toward that amount is included with this form. (Minimum deposit: 
 $75) 

 
Signed (participant)  ___________________________________________ 

 Date____________________ 
 
Signed (parent/guardian if youth participant) ________________________________ 

 Date____________________  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(FOR STUDENTS) Parents’/Guardians’ Name(s)   Phone/Cell             Email Address 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Holmeswood Baptist Church * 9700 Holmes Rd * Kansas City, MO 64131 * 816) 942-1729 * Laurel.cluthe@holmeswood.org 



Cost Breakdown (per person): 

SSP San Diego Programming, housing, meals, t-shirt: 
$400 

Flight: $300 

Ground transportation: $50 

Group snacks/First Aid: $0 

  Total: $750 (Financial help available!—see below) 

Cost and Dates 

REQUIRED Team Meetings: 

February 2-Chili Cook-off 

March 1-Meeting #1 

April 5-Meeting #2 

May 3-Meeting #3 

June 7-Meeting #4 

Opportunities to Earn money for your Mission 

Trip 

$$$ STUDENT: Initial if you participated 
(or will participate) in this event! 

PARENT: Initial if your student partici-
pated (or will participate) in this event! 

Total Cost of Trip $750   

Jar Assembly & Holiday Nut Organizing, Nov 3 -$50    

Jar Assembly, Nov 17 -$50   

Jar Sales, Nov 24 -$25   

Jar Assembly (BFG) & Sales, Dec 1 -$25   

Jar Sales, Dec 8 -$25   

Jar Sales, Dec 15 -$25   

Prep Epiphany Stars for Worship in Dec (limit 1) -$25   

Lead a mission project on MLK Day (limit 2) -$50   

Co-organize Chili Cookoff on Feb 2 (limit 2) -$100   

Attend entire Mission Team Meeting #1, Mar 1 -$50   

Attend entire Mission Team Meeting #2, Apr 5 -$50   

Attend entire Mission Team Meeting #3, May 3 -$50   

Attend entire Mission Team Meeting #4, June 7 -$50   

Prep “Lent In a Bags” (limit 2) in Feb -$50   

Organize Youth Room (limit 2) for 4 hours -$75   

Lead BFG one Sunday (check calendar) -$50   

Write two pages for mission trip journal, mid-Jan -$50   

My Family’s Total Responsibility:               

(Payments due 1st of each month) 

$   

To Reserve 
Your Spot: 

1. Turn in this com-
pleted form  

2. Attach $75 deposit! 

 

Due: 1/5/20 

My Family’s Financial Commitment 

Fill out the table (below), initialing activities that you/your student has/will participate/d in. All of 
these opportunities add up to more than the total cost of the trip, so you could go for free! 
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Mission Trip Reflection Questions 
Help your leaders find out more about you and how great you are! Please give this some careful thought. 

 

Why do you want to go on the mission trip this year? 

 

 

 

What gifts and skills will you bring to the experience? (leading games, kitchen help, making friends/including 

people, having a great attitude, leading small groups, leading games, leading worship/songs, cleaning up, helping wherever needed, 

etc.) 

 

 

 

 

Why do you wish to serve? 

 

 

 

 

What is one of your goals for this trip? 

 

 

 

What kind of experience do you have working with homeless people?  

 

 

 

What are your hopes for and fears of this trip? 
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